Bur Oak e Quercus macrocarpa

ALSO KNOWN AS: MOSSY CUP OAK, BLUE OAK

Bur oak (Quercus macrocarpa) is a deciduous, medium to
tall tree native to much of North America. Bur oaks can have
a broad, spreading crown and reach over 100 feet tall with
thick trunks. They are long-lived and can reach over 400
years old. Like all oaks, bur oaks have an alternate
branching pattern. They thrive in rich, deep lowland soils
but can also grow in acidic upland habitats with more
stunted height.

Bark is thick and gray to brown. As bur oaks age their bark
becomes irregularly scaled.

Like all oaks, bur oak fruit matures into acorns in the
autumn. Bur oak acorns vary in size and shape but are
notable for their large caps that are heavily fringed. These
are some of the largest acorns produced by any oak.

Bur oak's species epithet, macrocarpa, comes from the Greek
macros (large) karpa (fruit).

Tree of the Month is a collaboration between BEAT, the City of
Pittsfield, Pittsfield Tree Watch, and the MA Department of
Conservation & Recreation's Greening the Gateway Cities Program.

Find out more at thebeatnews.org.
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Bur oak can be
confused with
swamp white oak,
Quercus bicolor.
The two often grow
together in lowlands
and can hybridize.

Bur oaks are highly
tolerant of urban
environments,
drought, road salt,
compacted soils,
and acidic soils.
They are often
chosen for urban
plantings and along
roadsides.

Like all oaks, bur
white oaks are part
of the beech family
(Fagacacae). Beech
family trees are
notable in winter
because they can
hold on to their
dried, brown leaves
even until spring in
the northeast.
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