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Swamp white oak (Quercus bicolor) is a deciduous tree with a
broad, irregular crown and an alternate branching pattern. They
can grow up to 100 feet tall and live over 300 years. As its name
suggests, swamp white oak is native to the lowlands, floodplains,
and valleys of the northeast and central United States.

Bark is a thick gray-brown with flat-topped ridges. On mature
trees bark peels off in curls and becomes scaly as well as ridged.

Easily confused with eastern white oak (Quercus alba) and burr
oak (Quercus macrocarpa).

Swamp white oak are especially prone to a large number of
diseases and insect pests such as canker, leaf spot, blight, galls,
caterpillars, leaf miners and oak mite.
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Swamp white oaks
provide habitat for
birds and small
mammals.

Swamp white oak
fruits, acorns, are
an important food
source for many
species including
squirrels, mice,
deer, beaver, black
bear, wood ducks,
turkeys, and song
birds.

Like all oaks,
swamp white oaks
are part of the
beech family
(Facacae). Beech
family trees are
notable in winter
because they
sometimes hold
on to their dried,
brown leaves even
until spring in the
northeast.
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