
November	3,	2021
Hi	Friend			,	
	
BEAT	is	very	excited	to	be	working	with	Berkshire	Community	College	on	a	new	Environmental
Monitoring	and	Assessment		course	for	the	Spring	2022	Environmental	Science	curriculum.	Lab
coursework	includes	training	by	BEAT	in	the	art	of	water	quality	monitoring	and	assessment.
Students	will	help	BEAT	collect	water	samples	and	data	and	identify	sources	of	pollution.	It's	valuable
work	stopping	stormwater	pollution	from	entering	our	wetlands	and	waterways.	Collected	data	will
augment	our	current	work	with	the	City	of	Pittsfield,	helping	meet	EPA	monitoring	requirements.	For
more	information	on	the	course,	please	click	here.

In	The	News

Becket	Quarry	transferred	to	The	Trustees
Amy	Krzanik	|	The	Berkshire	Edge
	
The	Trustees	of	Reservations	(The	Trustees),	the	country’s	first	and	the	state’s	largest	land
conservation	and	preservation	nonprofit,	recently	announced	the	transfer	of	the	Becket	Quarry	and
Historic	Forest	property	from	the	Becket	Land	Trust	to	The	Trustees.	This	milestone	follows	a
$270,000	capital	campaign	jointly	undertaken	by	the	Becket	Land	Trust	and	The	Trustees	to	provide	a
modest	endowment	and	to	fund	property	stewardship	costs.	The	capstone	gift	to	the	campaign	was	a
bequest	by	the	Estate	of	Helen	Brackett.	Helen,	who	resided	in	New	York	City,	passed	away	in	2019.
She	loved	spending	time	in	the	Berkshires	and	had	a	strong	commitment	to	conservation	during	her
lifetime.	In	addition	to	Helen’s	gift,	many	generous	contributions	were	made	by	the	friends	of	the
Land	Trust,	including	the	Central	Berkshire	Fund	and	the	Barbara	and	the	Gunther	Stuhlmann	Fund	of
the	Berkshire	Taconic	Community	Foundation.	Read	more.

Controversial	‘Yogi	Bear’	RV	park	proposal	resurfaces	in	Hinsdale,	where
developer	promises	'mutual	prosperity'
Larry	Parnass	|	The	Berkshire	Eagle
	

https://www.berkshirecc.edu/academics/programs-and-classes/course-and-class-search.php
https://thetrustees.org/
https://becketlandtrust.org/historic-quarry/
https://theberkshireedge.com/bits-bcc-priority-registration-berkshire-south-arts-november-green-drinks/


After	two	quiet	months,	one	of	the	most	significant	zoning	questions	to	face	Hinsdale	in	years	is	back
in	play.	A	national	company	wants	to	create	a	recreational	vehicle	park	on	the	grounds	of	a	longtime
summer	camp,	drawing	as	many	as	300	visitors	at	a	time	over	six	months	a	year.	It	now	seeks
approval	of	a	special	permit	from	the	Zoning	Board	of	Appeals	that	would	allow	it	to	buy	and	spend
$10	million	to	$15	million	to	transform	the	family-owned	Camp	Emerson.	If	that	sounds	familiar,	it
should.	This	summer,	Northgate	Resort	Ventures	LLC	presented	a	plan	to	add	Hinsdale	to	its	national
portfolio	of	19	camping	destinations.	Northgate	executives	and	consultants	made	their	case	July	28
to	the	town's	Planning	Board,	before	an	auditorium	filled	with	town	officials	and	concerned	neighbors.
Read	more.

Avangrid,	NextEra	duke	it	out	over	a	145-mile	transmission	line	in	the	Maine
woods
Ethan	Howland	|	Utility	Dive
	
Five	power	companies	—	Avangrid,	Hydro-Québec,	NextEra	Energy	Resources,	Calpine	and	Vistra	—
have	spent	$96.3	million	trying	to	convince	Mainers	how	to	vote	next	week	on	a	ballot	initiative	that
seeks	to	kill	the	New	England	Clean	Energy	Connect	(NECEC)	project,	a	power	line	designed	to
provide	Massachusetts	utilities	with	carbon-free	electricity	from	Canada.
The	outcome	of	the	Nov.	2	vote	will	create	winners	and	losers	among	those	companies,	while	also
potentially	affecting	the	options	New	England	states	will	have	for	cutting	their	carbon
emissions.	Read	More.

The	fight	against	fossil	fuels	is	here!	

SUBSCRIBE	HERE	for	the	No	Fracked	Gas	in	Mass	newsletter	

	More	articles	on	climate	and	energy	in	the	Weekly	News	Check-In

Thank	squash	bees	for	your	pumpkins
Nicholas	Dorian	|	Tufts
	
All	pumpkins	are	a	single	species	of	squash,	Cucurbita	pepo,	which	is	a	scraggly	vine	native	to	the
desert	southwest.	Over	thousands	of	years,	C.	pepo	was	transported	across	North	America	and
diversified	through	careful	cultivation	by	native	peoples	and	modern	agriculture	into	many	of	the
squash	cultivars	we	love	today:	acorn,	spaghetti,	delicatta,	and	pumpkins.	But	it	wouldn’t	have	been
possible	without	some	(tiny)	help	along	the	away.	Read	more.

Mesmerised	brown	crabs	‘attracted	to’	undersea	cables
PA	Media	|	The	Guardian
	
Underwater	power	cables	mesmerise	brown	crabs	and	cause	biological	changes	that	could	affect
their	migration	habits,	scientists	have	discovered.	The	cables	for	offshore	renewable	energy	emit	an
electromagnetic	field	that	attracts	the	crabs	and	causes	them	to	stay	where	they	are.	A	study	of
about	60	brown	crabs	at	the	St	Abbs	marine	station	in	the	Scottish	Borders	found	that	higher	levels
of	electromagnetism	caused	cellular	changes	in	the	crabs,	affecting	their	blood	cells.	Read	more.

Rare	Owl	Photographed	in	Wild	for	First	Time
Olivia	Rosane	|	EcoWatch	
	
Shelley's	eagle	owls	are	the	largest	owls	that	live	in	Africa's	rainforests,	according	to	HuffPost,	but
they	have	still	managed	to	stay	well	hidden.	In	fact,	there	have	been	no	confirmed	photographs	of
the	species	taken	in	the	wild	since	scientists	first	catalogued	its	existence	150	years	ago.	Until	now.
British	scientists	snapped	a	photo	of	the	elusive	bird	on	October	16,	Imperial	College	London
announced	in	a	press	release.	Read	more.

https://us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=70fd5575194f238aa8a2240a4&id=e9dcc2c437
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/news/local/historic-summer-haunt-in-hinsdale-camp-emerson-eyed-as-home-for-rv-park/article_42175f20-de83-11eb-932d-c77edb614dbb.html
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/news/local/in-round-1-hinsdale-officials-quiz-rv-park-proponents/article_dc3c9a4c-f072-11eb-a11d-47411ddef5c4.html
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/news/local/50-rvs-maybe-not-300-plus-hinsdale-neighbors-say-it-s-going-to-be-an/article_a86a21e4-eeec-11eb-92bb-171f79af38ce.html
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/news/central_berkshires/hinsdale-prepares-review-northgate-rv-park-application/article_fd600ad0-38eb-11ec-bb7d-ef45fb0270a5.html?utm_source=berkshireeagle.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnews%2Fcentral-berkshires%2Fhinsdale-prepares-review-northgate-rv-park-application%2Farticle-fd600ad0-38eb-11ec-bb7d-ef45fb0270a5.html%3Fmode%3Demail%26-dc%3D1635693002&utm_medium=auto%20alert%20email&utm_content=headline
https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/upcoming/pdf/11-21citizensguide.pdf
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/avangrid-nextera-necec-transmission-maine-ballot/608877/
https://nofrackedgasbulletins.wordpress.com/2021/07/23/weekly-news-check-in-7-23-21/
https://nofrackedgasbulletins.wordpress.com/2021/07/23/weekly-news-check-in-7-23-21/
https://nofrackedgasbulletins.wordpress.com/2021/07/23/weekly-news-check-in-7-23-21/
https://sites.tufts.edu/pollinators/2019/10/if-you-like-pumpkins-thank-squash-bees/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/oct/11/underwater-cables-renewables-affect-blood-cells-brown-crabs-study
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/shelleys-eagle-owl-photographed_n_61745193e4b079111a581627
https://www.ecowatch.com/tag/rainforests
https://www.ecowatch.com/tag/scientists
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/231335/owl-unseen-150-years-photographed-wild/
https://www.ecowatch.com/tag/birds
https://www.ecowatch.com/rare-owl-photographed-in-wild-2655364646.html


Ongoing	till	November	10
STORY	WALK®	Series:	From	Apple	Trees	to	Cider,	Please!	-	Turners	Falls
	
Wednesday,	November	3
Hike	to	The	Boulders	-	Pittsfield
Advocacy	Hour:	Sierra	Club	MA	Campaign	Updates	-	Online
	
Thursday,	November	4
Connecting	with	Americans	on	Climate	Change	-	Online
	
Friday,	November	5	
Fall	Birding:	Homeschool	Series	-	Cropseyville,	NY
Log	Lunch	–	Williamstown
Hiking	101	–	Online
	
Saturday,	November	6
Fall	Ecology	Series:	Waterfowl	-	Easthampton
Trees	Through	the	Seasons:	High	Ledges	-	Shelburne	Falls,	WAITLIST
	
Sunday,	November	7
75th	Bartlett	Hendricks	Memorial	Waterfowl	Census
	
Tuesday,	November	9
Tuesday	Treks:	Dyken	Pond	Center	-	Cropseyville,	NY
Learn	About	Trees:	Springside	Park	-	Pittsfield
	
Wednesday,	November	10	to	Saturday,	November	13	
Williamstown	Rural	Lands	"Funding	Our	Future"	2021	Autumn	Auction
	
Wednesday,	November	10
2021	Fall	WasteWise	Forumn	Webinar	-	Online
Saving	Ocean	Biodiversity	&	Confronting	the	Shifting	Baseline	Syndrome	-	Online
Advocacy	Hour:	Sierra	Club	MA	Campaign	Updates	-	Online
A	Deeper	Dive	into	the	Personal	Nature	Essay	–	Online
Talking	Trash	and	Recycling	-	Online
	
Friday,	November	12
Hiking	101	for	Families	–	Online
	
Saturday,	November	13	
The	Northwest	Connecticut	Waterfowl	Census	-	Sheffield
Aquatic	Mammal	Walk:	Newcomb	Pond	-	Cropseyville,	NY
Ecology	Walk	at	Hand	Hollow	Conservation	Area	-	East	Chatham,	NY
	
Sunday,	November	14
Bob’s	Way	Hike	-	Monterey
Campaign	Rally	&	March:	Fix	the	New	England	Electric	Grid	-	Holyoke
	
See	Calendar	for	more!

https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/events/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/story-walk-series-from-apple-trees-to-cider-please/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/hike-to-the-boulders-pittsfield/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/advocacy-hour-sierra-club-ma-campaign-updates/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/connecting-with-americans-on-climate-change/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/fall-birding-homeschool-series/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/log-lunch-williamstown-2/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/hiking-101-online/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/fall-ecology-series-waterfowl/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/trees-through-the-seasons-high-ledges/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/75th-bartlett-hendricks-memorial-waterfowl-census/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/tuesday-treks-dyken-pond-center/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/learn-about-trees-springside-park/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/williamstown-rural-lands-funding-our-future-2021-autumn-auction/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/2021-fall-wastewise-forumn-webinar/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/saving-ocean-biodiversity-confronting-the-shifting-baseline-syndrome/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/advocacy-hour-sierra-club-ma-campaign-updates-2/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/a-deeper-dive-into-the-personal-nature-essay-online/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/the-northwest-connecticut-waterfowl-census/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/ecology-walk-at-hand-hollow-conservation-area/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/bobs-way-hike-monterey/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/campaign-rally-march-fix-the-new-england-electric-grid/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/events/


Conservation	Technician	|	Housatonic	Valley	Association	(HVA)	|	Stockbridge
Assistant	Director,	Fundraising	and	Community	Engagement	|	Berkshire	Natural	Resources	Council	|
Hybrid/Berkshires
Grants	Specialist:	Foundation,	Corporate,	and	Government	Awards	(half-time)	|	Berkshire	Natural
Resources	Council	|	Hybrid/Berkshires
Volunteer	and	Outreach	Assistant	(part-time)	|	Berkshire	Natural	Resources	Council	|
Hybrid/Berkshires
Sustainability	Coordinator	|	Town	of	Austerlitz,	NY
Education	Coordinator	-	School	and	Summer	Environmental	Education	Programs	|	Mass	Audubon|
Lenox
ACE:	Assistant	Communications	and	Outreach	Specialist	-	USFWS	Northeast	Regional	Office	|
American	Conservation	Experience	|	Hadley
Farmland	Preservation	Specialist	|	Massachusetts	Department	of	Agricultural	Resources	|	West
Springfield
Land	Stewardship	Coordinator	with	New	England	Forestry	Foundation	|	TerraCorps	|	Littleton
Fellowship	in	Nature-based	Early	Education	|	Boston	Outdoor	Preschool	Network	|	Boston
Plant	Sale	Coordinator	|	Berkshire	Conservation	District	|	Hybrid	Remote/Pittsfield
Protected	Species	Observer	(PSO)	|	Smultea	Environmental	Sciences	|	Boston
Ecological	Horticulturist	|	Norcross	Wildlife	Foundation	|	Wales
Postdoc:	Chronic	Wasting	Disease	Risk	Assessment	|	UMASS	|	Amherst
	
Click	here	for	more	jobs

Environmental	Monitor
October	22,	2021

	
The	 Environmental	 Monitor	 provides	 information	 on	 projects	 under	 review	 by	 the	 Massachusetts
Environmental	 Policy	 Act	 (MEPA)	 office,	 recent	 MEPA	 decisions	 of	 the	 Secretary	 of	 Energy	 &
Environmental	Affairs,	and	public	notices	from	environmental	agencies.
	
Berkshire	Index:
Windsor	–	Windsor	State	Forest	Dam	Repairs	&	Nature-like	Fishway	–	ENF	–	Comments	due	10/28/21
Windsor	–	Notice	of	Intent	to	Initiate	an	Ecological	Restoration	Project	–	Eugene	Moran	Wildlife
Management	Area	–	posted	10/8/21
Egremont	–	Notice	of	Application	for	a	401	Water	Quality	Certificate	–	culvert	replacement	under	Rts
23/41	and	grouting	of	rip	rap	at	Mill	Pond	Dam	–	posted	10/8/21
Pittsfield	–	NOI	Ecological	Restoration	Aquatic	Plant	Management	Pittsfield	at	Morewood	Lake	–	posted
10/8/21
Adams	–	Hoosic	River	Bank	Stabilization	and	Erosion	Control	Project	–Notice	of	Project	Change	–
comments	due	10/12/21
New	Marlborough	–	Harnett	Pond	–	ENF	–	comments	due	10/22/21
	
Pioneer	Valley	Index:
Buckland	–	Notice	of	Intent	to	Initiate	an	Ecological	Restoration	Project	–	posted	10/22/21
Agawam	–	Tuckhoe	Farm	Dam	Rehabilitation	Project	–	ENF	–	comments	due	11/12/21
Westfield	–	James	Hardie	Building	Products	Manufacturing	and	Distribution	Facility	–	ENF	–	comments	due
10/28/21	–	site	visit	10/25/21
Hampden	–	119	Chapin	Rd	–	ENF	–	comments	due	10/12/21
West	Springfield	–	Memorial	Avenue	(Route	147)	Reconstruction	–	ENF	–	comments	due	10/12/21
Palmer	–	Roger	Reed	Fish	Hatchery	Upper	Dam	Repairs	and	Pipeline	Replacement	–	ENF	Certificate	–
Does	not	require	an	Environmental	Impact	Report	–		issued	10/8/21
	
Statewide	Index:
nothing	new

https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/jobs-board-2/
https://hvatoday.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/HVA_Berkshire-ConservationTechnician-Job-Description_2021-FINAL.pdf
https://u3654106.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=F4fMn5Gwg-2FNOKu6uManIzNN9X386HoK304xPx6P2EsVEuWnL5jLMI7n48W-2Fi5wTeyUyTTkHM-2FQYv40arnoJ9q5KtDHKt-2F7d0eFiZxwKiA2TJLJ7IQNZuK563II7nk7z3qqUIv8OHFZYuIwuA8X6goWIjcNYhVwo-2F0Ky-2B-2FDpy1gKcU71mgJPDBuyOlT6l59fZych5_wPMhLIrng7-2FbLN4W7ltwFx0KtWVvI7ejG-2Bb4NJ1LPGLFDmT6VnE4x7T79ETMq7aKO-2Bhl4-2Fa4zsQyJpI2MrRroujUJBSZtIZqlVgMEDQ1Vgy1ux9z1rwlfzTsncN-2FeEYqGTOB9LskzxdMBEsY0e90hO0mS8F0TrPPsBZawAkmJomb07aA2c5LpbCiZKsqLZFjUU9kepWvkjRDZsUFqlgrtX80cemQ5tbUyyIhHjFQjMKIAjt4yulLYAgZP3N-2FSw1vIfM6-2FFv6QcY1loC26aaeILV5Hu1uKvtrpZH-2BtaCx7UGj5HieeuCi3QgZP1EXqAzU-2F9Y9WoBsb-2BH4Sie7O2Lm-2F9hysxvaRtJKaIibAQOmO-2BlvZs8Z5H-2BQnnsHyoXzFHQcNmZo-2F1xxfAQCOexQv6Gx7g-3D-3D
https://u3654106.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=F4fMn5Gwg-2FNOKu6uManIzNN9X386HoK304xPx6P2EsVEuWnL5jLMI7n48W-2Fi5wTesJUidjKsEc31C3cETsH-2FnLHe4Q2C2PSfHsaBNbx7986x5iE1doIFjKJKXgnBc0M-2BwG2CLIsTw58M8JaIU53jKp3WxTBuxJEMgTgGYLQr77g-3DnjTj_wPMhLIrng7-2FbLN4W7ltwFx0KtWVvI7ejG-2Bb4NJ1LPGLFDmT6VnE4x7T79ETMq7aKO-2Bhl4-2Fa4zsQyJpI2MrRroujUJBSZtIZqlVgMEDQ1Vgy1ux9z1rwlfzTsncN-2FeEYqGTOB9LskzxdMBEsY0e90hO0mS8F0TrPPsBZawAkmJomb07aA2c5LpbCiZKsqLZFjUU9kepWvkjRDZsUFqlgrtX80cemQ5tbUyyIhHjFQjMKIAjt4yulLYAgZP3N-2FSw1vmd-2Bahh3NsjEjnMVcHkUo2xOSHAG9bXYhluoz72zS-2BW1F98VCbMXXbKgQz-2Bnxb6ThOu-2BjEUzX8eBcgzFN9PTiKXvACweqR8JSKdTEHjbstw0-2Bfzv-2Fq-2BVL5ZiFmN2IWsaeCJbbmWuiyepPSNmtzhCwSA-3D-3D
https://u3654106.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=F4fMn5Gwg-2FNOKu6uManIzNN9X386HoK304xPx6P2EsVEuWnL5jLMI7n48W-2Fi5wTeTnsAYwIHcoG-2F6sNRVm0H9UEhD2ftBlX9CoBXvcYTqeQWLG0-2FqHvsghPLapuFxAqqqPoWfjDYrgGXb-2B8XhC4hqi5msdTjCRgy7Ewn3Snd3PytoZcE-2B-2B1kW-2FNOwt-2BKYqzImgYf_wPMhLIrng7-2FbLN4W7ltwFx0KtWVvI7ejG-2Bb4NJ1LPGLFDmT6VnE4x7T79ETMq7aKO-2Bhl4-2Fa4zsQyJpI2MrRroujUJBSZtIZqlVgMEDQ1Vgy1ux9z1rwlfzTsncN-2FeEYqGTOB9LskzxdMBEsY0e90hO0mS8F0TrPPsBZawAkmJomb07aA2c5LpbCiZKsqLZFjUU9kepWvkjRDZsUFqlgrtX80cemQ5tbUyyIhHjFQjMKIAjt4yulLYAgZP3N-2FSw1vQxnJnyMzEtTStbp1pJTRWUAuN6AYmqMg6cmo9-2F3N2456rSL0SOoaJ-2FfHCrFIkCOVgf9smDZXKjCu2GRXlTcMwiizrxfDOTEsfkbZWi-2FGE86q6Vt7dPS3qxE4zprlNmtMofwD9uqQYb3euGWU2Y1C-2Fg-3D-3D
https://austerlitzny.com/community/town-news-notices/325-climate-smart-task-force-coordinator.html
https://www.massaudubon.org/jobs/education-coordinator-school-and-summer-environmental-education-programs
https://www.conservationjobboard.com/job-listing-ace-assistant-communications-and-outreach-specialist---usfws-northeast-regional-office-ma-hadley-massachusetts/3963264629
https://www.conservationjobboard.com/job-listing-farmland-preservation-specialist-west-springfield-massachusetts/3869142809
https://www.conservationjobboard.com/job-listing-land-stewardship-coordinator-with-new-england-forestry-foundation-littleon-massachusetts/3914732135
https://www.conservationjobboard.com/job-listing-fellowship-in-nature-based-early-education-boston-massachusetts/2255693678
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Plant-Sale-Coordinator-Job-Description.pdf
https://www.smulteasciences.com/pso-pam-hiring
https://www.conservationjobboard.com/job-listing-ecological-horticulturist-wales-massachusetts/2745700876?from=feat-3
http://track.conservationjobboard.com/?xtl=u012palfwnajdhhym97xyj18xwywglg19nb51fqzdotvh4544ke4v4hl2w0ndp0jqp8h7r54h9pduauul5u5wfjxk5tpy1sfzopn&eih=lf8uw4vvlp9u6nn8z4dqtll7y2lt3oal&originalclickurlb=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY29uc2VydmF0aW9uam9iYm9hcmQuY29tL2pvYi1saXN0aW5nLXBvc3Rkb2MtY2hyb25pYy13YXN0aW5nLWRpc2Vhc2Utcmlzay1hc3Nlc3NtZW50LWFtaGVyc3QtbWFzc2FjaHVzZXR0cy8xMDIyNzA5OTY=
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/jobs-board-2/
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https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/MEPA-eMonitor/submittal/5c89bc77-55a0-4724-b78f-453259c4a422
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/MEPA-eMonitor/submittal/2103c20d-bce9-482c-a316-36d8c6c46cbd
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/environmental-monitor-berkshire-2021/#hoosicriverbank
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/environmental-monitor-berkshire-2021/#harnett
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/MEPA-eMonitor/submittal/3f991ac7-91e1-4f4d-8450-ab6e65ac455f
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