
"because	an	informed	and	engaged	public	is	the	environment's	best	defense"

August	18,	2021

Hi	Friend		,	
	
This	summer	our	stewardship	department	has	been	working	diligently	to	make	the	Berkshires	a
cleaner	and	greener	place	to	live.
	
We	have	recently:		
-	watered	trees	for	the	city	of	Pittsfield	(more	green	clean	air)	
-	sampled	stormwater	pipes	(monitoring	chemical/bacteria	in	our	watersheds	for	cleaner	water)	
-	installed	temperature	loggers	in	cold	water	streams	(ecosystem	productivity)
	
We	have	taken	on	a	very	broad	scope	of	work	and	have	made	incredible	progress,	with	the	generous
help	of	the	community	and	volunteers.
	
Get	involved	&	join	us	at	our	next	river	cleanup	of	the	West	Branch	of	the	Housatonic	River	on	August
29th	starting	at	1pm,	please	contact	me	at	noah@thebeatnews.org	for	more	information	or	to	RSVP!
	
Sincerely,
Noah	Henkenius	-	Stewardship	Manager
	

Upcoming	Events

mailto:noah@thebeatnews.org
mailto:noah@thebeatnews.org?subject=RSVP%20River%20Clean%20Up
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIqc-qtrTwiH92KaYdZxbegefEjGkI9lLW3?fbclid=IwAR3mJyiURnANiNT2_5MG0mDSxmU4fuNbNwKPS5wTOca7etLSAr9QzfTP6c0


Spotlight:	Invasive	Spotted	Lanternfly
	

Recent	find	in	Worcester	County	emphasizes	importance	of	vigilant
reporting	of	pest;	Spotted	lanternfly	(Lycorma	delicatula,	“SLF”)	is
an	invasive	sap-feeding	insect	from	Asia	that	was	first	found	in	the
United	States	in	2014,	in	the	state	of	Pennsylvania.	While	the	main
host	plant	of	this	pest	is	tree-of-heaven	(Ailanthus	altissima),	the
spotted	lanternfly	attacks	many	different	trees,	shrubs,	and	vines,
and	has	the	potential	to	impact	a	broad	range	of	agricultural
commodities,	including	apples,	peaches,	grapes/wine,	hops/beer,
maple	syrup,	and	ornamental	plants.	Read	More

In	The	News

Inside	Clean	Energy:	In	a	Week	of
Sobering	Climate	News,	Let’s	Talk	About
Batteries
Dan	Gearino	|	Inside	Climate	News
Some	of	the	most	exciting	developments	have	been	in
alternatives	to	lithium-ion	batteries	for	grid	storage,	with
researchers	seeking	low-cost	ways	to	store	electricity
from	wind	farms	and	solar	arrays.	The	combination	of
batteries	and	renewable	energy	holds	the	promise	of
providing	electricity	around	the	clock	and	replacing	fossil
fuel	power	plants.	Read	More

Study:	Weakening	Atlantic	Ocean
current	nears	critical,	irreversible	point
Ryan	Chatelain	|	Spectrum	News
The	study	by	Niklas	Boers	with	the	Potsdam	Institute	of
Climate	Impact	Research	in	Germany	found	that	man-
made	climate	change	is	destabilizing	the	Atlantic
Meridional	Overturning	Circulation,	or	the	AMOC.
	
The	AMOC	sends	warm	water	from	the	tropics	northward
at	the	ocean’s	surface	and	cold	water	southward	at	the
ocean’s	bottom,	contributing	to	Europe’s	relatively	mild
temperatures	and	influences	weather	patterns	worldwide
	
Boers	said	the	loss	of	the	AMOC’s	stability	has
approached	a	critical,	irreversible	point	that	could	bring
extreme	cold,	raise	sea	levels	along	the	U.S.	East	Coast

https://www.facebook.com/events/674772670587467?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22surface%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22permalink%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://gnd.actionkit.com/event/sealthedeal-day-action/37/signup/?akid=&source=map&fbclid=IwAR1JDC2Eev14nUK7eZfI8-4UAJVBadRDwJY08xdyZF0UjpAUBUN3sbBB2s8
https://www.morningagclips.com/keep-an-eye-out-for-the-invasive-spotted-lanternfly/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/12082021/inside-clean-energy-batteries/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/12082021/inside-clean-energy-batteries/


and	disrupt	seasonal	monsoons	that	provide	water	to
much	of	the	world.	Read	More

Administration	to	replace	wetlands
regulations
Laura	Bies	|	The	Wildlife	Society
The	Environmental	Protection	Agency	and	the	Army	Corps
of	Engineers	announced	initial	plans	to	replace	a	rule
finalized	during	the	Trump	administration	defining	the
“waters	of	the	U.S.”—or	WOTUS—under	the	Clean	Water
Act.	The	regulatory	definition	of	“waters	of	the	U.S”
determines	the	scope	of	Clean	Water	Act	protections	for
water	bodies	against	pollution	discharge.	Read	More

Record	Levels	of	Harmful	Particles	Found
in	Great	Lakes	Fish
Andrew	Blok	|	EcoWatch/Environmental	Health	News
The	fish,	a	brown	bullhead,	contained	915	particles—a
mix	of	microplastics,	synthetic	materials	containing	flame
retardants	or	plasticizers,	dyed	cellulose	fibers,	and	more
—in	its	body.	It	was	the	most	particles	ever	recorded	in	a
fish.	Read	More

What	Happens	to	Wildlife	Swimming	in	a
Sea	of	Our	Drug	Residues?
Tara	Lohan	|	The	Revelator
Wastewater	exposes	plants	and	wildlife	to	hundreds	of
chemical	compounds.	Researchers	are	learning	about
potential	side	effects	and	solutions.	Read	More

Community	Calendar
We	list	events	from	a	variety	of	local	and	regional	organizations	and	individuals.	

BEAT	events	are	in	bold.	Berkshire	County	events	are	listed	north	to	south	by	location,	out	of	county
events	are	listed	alphabetically	by	location.	Submit	events	to	news@thebeatnews.org

JULY	30	-	AUGUST	18	
Story	Walk®	The	Busy	Tree	-	Turners	Falls
	
AUGUST	3	-	SEPTEMBER	1
Broadening	Our	Landscape	Vision:	Ecology,	Culture,	and	Art	-	Online
	
AUGUST	6	-	SEPTEMBER	1
Great	Hall	Exhibit:	Light,	Breath,	Form	-	Turners	Falls

https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/weather/2021/08/06/study--weakening-atlantic-ocean-current-nears-critical--irreversible-point?cid=share_fb&fbclid=IwAR3ObDHCXAmQ9bMOlB6TexRXqBOerZmPI3gLrgQYtwNi1VjQNo2jKh8Axu0
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-and-army-announce-next-steps-crafting-enduring-definition-waters-united-states
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/history-clean-water-act
https://wildlife.org/administration-to-replace-wetlands-regulations/
https://www.ecowatch.com/harmful-particles-great-lakes-fish-2654646395.html#toggle-gdpr
https://therevelator.org/wildlife-water-pharmaceuticals/
mailto:news@thebeatnews.org
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/story-walk-the-busy-tree/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/broadening-our-landscape-vision-ecology-culture-and-art/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/great-hall-exhibit-light-breath-form/


	
WEDNESDAY	AUGUST	18
Mushrooms	with	John	Wheeler	-	Adams
	
THURSDAY	AUGUST	19
Housatonic	Evening	Paddle	-	Lenox
	
AUGUST	20	-	SEPTEMBER	6
Butterfly	Story	Walk®Gotta	Go!	Gotta	Go!	-	Turners	Falls
	
FRIDAY	AUGUST	20	
Put	Peakers	in	the	Past	Standout	-	Pittsfield
Kidleidoscope	Story	Hour:	Bobcats	-	Turners	Falls
	
SATURDAY	AUGUST	21
Butterfly	StoryWalk®	Gotta	Go!	Gotta	Go!	and	Butterfly	Crafting	-	Turners	Falls	
	
WEDNESDAY	AUGUST	25
The	Climate	Activist	Toolkit	Pt.	3	-	Online/Zoom

Complete	Community	Calendar

Speak	Out	for	Clean	Air!	
	

	Pittsfield	Generating’s	peaker	power	plant	is	filing	for	renewal	of	their	Air	Quality	Permit,
which	would	give	them	permission	to	keep	polluting	our	air	-	we	must	stop	it!	

	
When:	Every	Friday,	4:30pm	-	5:30pm

Where:	At	the	corner	of	Thorndyke	and	Dalton	Ave.	in	Pittsfield	
	

Contact	Info:	rose@thebeatnews.org	from	No	Fracked	Gas	in	Mass

The	fight	against	fossil	fuels	is	here!	

SUBSCRIBE	HERE	for	the	No	Fracked	Gas	in	Mass	newsletter	

	More	articles	on	climate	and	energy	in	the	Weekly	News	Check-In

Jobs
We	list	jobs	related	to	the	environment	from	a	variety	of	organizations.
Email	news@thebeatnews.org	to	submit	an	open	position.
	
Communications	&	Digital	Coordinator	|	Neighbor	to	Neighbor	Massachusetts	|	Remote/Hybrid
Research	Assistant	-	Rangeland	|	Woodwell	Climate	Research	Center	|	Falmouth
Chief	Program	&	Academic	Officer	|	Sea	Education	Association	|	Woods	Hole
Postdoctoral	Researcher	Position:	Aquatic	Biodiversity	|	UMASS	Amherst	|	Amherst
Apprentice	Farm	Conservation	Planner	|	American	Farmland	Trust	|	Wareham	(posted	8/1)
Field	Marine	Biologist/	At-Sea	Monitor	|	East	West	Technical	Services	(EWTS)	|	Cape	Cod,	New
Bedford,	Gloucester	(posted	7/30)
Part	time	Enviro-Science	Educator	|	“e”	inc.	|	Boston	(posted	7/30)
Internship	in	Nature-based	Early	Education	|	Boston	Outdoor	Preschool	Network	|	Boston	

https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/events/
https://us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=70fd5575194f238aa8a2240a4&id=e9dcc2c437
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/mushrooms-with-john-wheeler/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/housatonic-evening-paddle-12/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/butterfly-story-walkgotta-go-gotta-go/
https://www.facebook.com/events/674772670587467?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22surface%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22permalink%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/kidleidoscope-story-hour-bobcats-4/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/butterfly-storywalk-gotta-go-gotta-go-and-butterfly-crafting/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/event/the-climate-activist-toolkit-pt-3/
https://vimeo.com/575555879
mailto:rose@thebeatnews.org
https://nofrackedgasbulletins.wordpress.com/put-peakers-in-the-past/?fbclid=IwAR3XrY3GAZIc8q7aA9ETDIM6qE1FHQokBlIdFm5eVsn1TCXXle2SpuxagrY
https://nofrackedgasbulletins.wordpress.com/2021/07/23/weekly-news-check-in-7-23-21/
https://nofrackedgasbulletins.wordpress.com/2021/07/23/weekly-news-check-in-7-23-21/
https://nofrackedgasbulletins.wordpress.com/2021/07/23/weekly-news-check-in-7-23-21/
mailto:mailto:%20news@thebeatnews.org
https://www.idealist.org/en/nonprofit-job/4b0044f741da475c9980031e4cc126de-communications-digital-coordinator-neighbor-to-neighbor-massachusetts-boston
https://www.conservationjobboard.com/job-listing-research-assistant---rangeland-falmouth-massachusetts/228472708
https://www.conservationjobboard.com/job-listing-chief-program--academic-officer-woods-hole-massachusetts/3331465643
https://www.conservationjobboard.com/job-listing-postdoctoral-researcher-position-aquatic-biodiversity-amherst-massachusetts/1121028797
https://recruiting.paylocity.com/recruiting/jobs/Details/659546/American-Farmland-Trust/Apprentice-Farm-Conservation-Planner
https://www.conservationjobboard.com/job-listing-field-marine-biologist-at-sea-monitor-new-bedford-gloucester-massachusetts/2537410065
https://www.conservationjobboard.com/job-listing-field-marine-biologist-at-sea-monitor-new-bedford-gloucester-massachusetts/2537410065
https://www.conservationjobboard.com/job-listing-part-time-enviro-science-educator-boston-massachusetts/603655765
https://www.conservationjobboard.com/job-listing-internship-in-nature-based-early-education-boston-or-wellesley-massachusetts/805952668


(posted	7/30)
Soil	Health	Program	Manager	|	American	Farmland	Trust	|	Northampton	(posted	7/12)
Conservation	Easement	Stewardship	Manager	|	American	Farmland	Trust	|	Northampton	(posted
7/7)
Conservation	Coordinator	|	The	Nature	Conservatory	|	Northampton	(posted	7/6)
Political	&	Legislative	Coordinator	|	Mass	Sierra	Club	|	Remote	&	Boston	(posted	7/2)
Property	Worker	|	Mass	Audubon	|	Lenox	(posted	6/28)
Operations	Manager	|	Mass	Audubon	|	Easthampton	(posted	6/28)
Community	Engagement	Coordinator	|	Mass	Audubon	|	Springfield	(posted	6/28)
Administrative	Assistant	|	Great	Barrington	Land	Conservancy	|	Remote	(posted	6/26)
TerraCorps	Openings	|	TerraCorps	|	New	England	(posted	6/26)
Executive	Director	|	Hoosic	River	Watershed	Association	(HooRWA)	|	Williamstown	(posted	6/22)
Deputy	Director	|	Community	Action	Works	|	Currently	Remote
Organizing	Coordinator	|	Community	Action	Works	|	Currently	Remote

Environmental	Monitor
July	23,	2021

	
The	 Environmental	 Monitor	 provides	 information	 on	 projects	 under	 review	 by	 the	 Massachusetts
Environmental	 Policy	 Act	 (MEPA)	 office,	 recent	 MEPA	 decisions	 of	 the	 Secretary	 of	 Energy	 &
Environmental	Affairs,	and	public	notices	from	environmental	agencies.
	
Berkshire	Index:

Mount	Washington	–	Becker	Pond	Dam	Removal	–	SEIR	Certificate	–	Adequately	and	properly	complies
with	MEPA	–	issued	7/2/21
Sheffield	–	Notice	of	Intent	to	Initiate	an	Ecological	Restoration	Project	–	use	of	drawdown	for
control	of	invasive	species	and	flood	control	in	Mill	Pond	–	posted	7/23/21

Pioneer	Valley	Index

Westfield	–	West	Parish	Filters	Clearwell	and	Backwash	Pumping	Station	Project		–	ENF	–	comments
due	8/12/21
Holyoke	–	Notice	of	Submission	of	a	Yearly	Operational	Plan	–	City	of	Holyoke	Gas	&	Electric	to	use
herbicides	to	control	vegetation	–	posted	7/23/21
Ware	–	Notice	of	Intent	to	Initiate	an	Aquatic	Plant	Management	Program	(pdf)	–	Beaver	Lake	using
herbicides	–	posted	7/9/21
Ludlow	–	Stony	Brook	Solar	Project	–	ENF	–	remote	site	visit	7/21/21	–	comments	due	7/29/2021
Chicopee	–	Chicopee	Abbey	Brook	Restoration	Project	–	ENF	Secretary’s	DROD	–	Secretary	Proposes
to	Grant	an	EIR	Waiver	–	comments	due	7/23/21

Statewide	Index

nothing	new

We	couldn't	do	our	work	without	you.
Thank	you	for	helping	protect	the	environment!

~Support	our	programs	&	our	future	today~

CALLING	ALL	WILDLIFE	ENTHUSIASTS!	
	
The	new	and	expanded	edition	of	Sue's	Wildlife	&
Habitats	anthology	is	out	now!	
	
Sue	has	taught	over	60	Berkshire	Wildlife
Trackers	for	BEAT	for	the	past	5	years.	
	
The	proceeds	for	which	go	entirely	to	Keeping
Track	a	non-profit	dedicated	to	monitoring
potential	habitats	and	threatened	regions.
	
For	more	information	and	how	to	order.	

https://recruiting.paylocity.com/recruiting/jobs/Details/608279/American-Farmland-Trust/Soil-Health-Program-Manager
https://recruiting.paylocity.com/recruiting/jobs/Details/608354/American-Farmland-Trust/Conservation-Easement-Stewardship-Manager
https://careers.nature.org/psc/tnccareers/APPLICANT/APPL/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB_FL&Action=U
https://www.sierraclub.org/massachusetts/careers
https://www.massaudubon.org/jobs/property-worker6
https://www.massaudubon.org/jobs/operations-manager2
https://www.massaudubon.org/jobs/community-engagement-coordinator3
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/gb-land-admin-assistant-2/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fterracorps.org%2Fapply-to-serve-with-terracorps%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C181fa86cd93642a2363308d936016ab5%7C4e53001ba80b40b0901877ebdeaa0947%7C0%7C0%7C637600202905287656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=OT1SBe4UnUiRuWo%2FA2x8CzK3UuScE2NZ9f1GHhPxnz0%3D&reserved=0
https://hoorwa.org/2021/06/hoorwa-is-seeking-an-executive-director/
https://communityactionworks.org/job/deputy-director/
https://communityactionworks.org/job/organizing-coordinator/
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/environmental-monitor-berkshire-2021/#beckerpond
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/MEPA-eMonitor/submittal/d4e8516e-f08f-4f37-8740-c8bd4513ad39
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/environmental-monitor-pioneer-valley-2021/#westparishfilters
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/MEPA-eMonitor/submittal/d410a05c-012a-4dfa-bece-b10f0192c8e0
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/emepa/mepadocs/2021/070921em/pn/Aquatic%20Plant%20Mgmt%20WARE.pdf
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/environmental-monitor-pioneer-valley-2021/#stonybrooksolar
https://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/environmental-monitor-pioneer-valley-2021/#chicopeeabbey
https://keepingtrack.org/
https://keepingtrack.org/keeping-track-store


Public	Notices
Public	Notices	listed	here	are	from	a	variety	of	sources,	from	town	conservation	commissions	and
select	boards	to	state	and	federal	agencies.	These	listings	are	for	Berkshire,	Hampshire,	Hampden,
and	Franklin	counties.	Listings	are	only	posted	if	they	are	environmental	in	nature.	You	can	find	all
public	notices	for	Massachusetts	here.	

BEAT	Public	Notices	PAGE

How	are	we	doing?	We'd	love	your	feedback	on	this	newsletter.	Send	us	your	thoughts	or
suggestions	 by	 replying	 to	 this	 email.	 Also,	 send	 it	 to	 your	 friends,	 or	 tell	 them	 to
subscribe	here.	Thanks!	

20	Chapel	St.		Pittsfield,	MA	01201	|	(413)	464	9402	|	team@thebeatnews.org

Unsubscribe	|	Update	Profile	

http://www.thebeatnews.org/BeatTeam/ned/public-notices-2/
https://www.facebook.com/thebeatnews/
https://twitter.com/TheBEATNews
https://www.masspublicnotices.org/
https://list.robly.com/subscribe?a=41b1daf62bf641d591c427eb079660d1
https://greatnonprofits.org/org/berkshire-environmental-action-team
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/27-0054356
https://app.robly.com/--UNSUB_LINK--
https://app.robly.com/--PROFILE_LINK--
https://app.robly.com/

