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January 29, 2008

Mr. Andrew Silfer

Pittsfield Remediation Programs

GE Corporate Environmental Programs

159 Plastics Avenue

Pittsfield, MA  01201

Re:
Pittsfield; GESD900; Springside Reservoir

Review of November 21, 2007 Sampling Plan

Dear Mr. Silfer:

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (the Department) has reviewed the November 21, 2007 proposal titled Former Water Reservoir, Springside Park – Sampling Plan submitted by the General Electric Company (GE).  The Department concurs with the proposed approach for accessing the interior to the reservoir and collecting sediment samples for analysis (if any sediment is present).  Therefore, the Department approves the sampling plan with the following additional conditions and recommendations:

1.
The sampling plan proposes to collect and analyze sediment samples for polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in accordance with the March 2007 document titled Field Sampling Plan/Quality Assurance Project Plan (FSP/QAPP).  Because any sediment found on the floor of the reservoir may have originated in Silver Lake, the sediment should be analyzed for total metals, as well as PCBs.  Therefore, the sampling plan shall be modified to include metals analysis of the sediment according to the procedures specified in the FSP/QAPP.  Sampling activities should commence as soon as possible after receipt of this approval, taking into consideration winter weather conditions.  

2. On May 23, 2007, you previously submitted to this office a document titled Structure in Springside Park.  That document included historical photographs and construction plans showing the layout and construction of the pipeline that was used to pump water from Silver Lake to the reservoir.  Analysis of this information indicates that the intake pipe for this system is/was probably located due west of the pump house at Building 31 on the eastern bank of the lake.  More specifically, the intake structure is/was likely located in the portion of the eastern bank that extends from the wooden flume (shown on Figure 2-1 of the Pre-Design Investigation Work Plan for the Silver Lake Area Removal Action) north through the 3-foot removal area depicted on Figure 4-5 of the May 2007 Conceptual Removal Design/Removal Action Work Plan for Soils Adjacent to Silver Lake (centered around sampling location SLB-9BB).

Since concerns have been expressed about the potential for this pipe to act as a conduit conveying storm water and soils into Silver Lake, GE should attempt to locate and identify this former intake structure by reviewing available plans, in combination with visual inspections along the bank, and determine if it has been sealed in the past.  If the pipe has not been sealed at its intake structure along the bank of the lake, the Department recommends sealing off the intake as a coordinated component of the bank soil removal and/or cap placement activities under the Consent Decree.  The results of the investiga-tions of the location and condition of the pipe, as well as a description of any proposed activities and schedule for sealing the pipe, should be included in the follow-up report that will contain the sampling results.  

In addition, the Department recently discussed with GE and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency the need to accurately determine the locations and current uses of all pipes with outfalls into Silver Lake, so that future work plans for capping, and amendments for bank soil removals, can incorporate provisions for properly abandoning all inactive outfalls and addressing active outfalls.  As a result of this discussion, the Department understands that GE is currently in the process of assessing these outfalls and that the results of GE’s evaluation will be provided in an upcoming report concerning the Silver Lake Removal Action Area. 

If you have any questions concerning this letter, please contact me at (413) 755-2264.

Sincerely,
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Susan J. Steenstrup

Project Coordinator, Special Projects

cc:
Michael Carroll, GE


Richard Gates, GE


Roderick McLaren, GE


Dean Tagliaferro, EPA Region I (electronic copy)

Susan Svirsky, EPA Region I (electronic copy)

Richard Fisher, EPA Region I (electronic copy)


Holly Inglis, EPA Region I


Anna Symington, MassDEP BWSC WERO (electronic copy)


Jane Rothchild, MassDEP OGC (electronic copy)

Joanne Flescher, MassDEP BWSC WERO (electronic copy)
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