Berkshire Regional Planning Commission Training Sessions

American Planning Association Audio/Web Conferences 

How Does an Audio/Web Conference Work?

During the conference, participants listen to a discussion via the telephone and view a PowerPoint presentation.
All conferences will be held at the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission (BRPC) offices in Pittsfield at 1 Fenn Street, Suite 201.  Directions can be found at http://www.berkshireplanning.org/2/10/.

Pre-registration is not necessary.  However, participants are encouraged to send an e-mail to either tmatuszko@berkshireplanning.org or sizatt@berkshireplanning.org stating their intention to attend and to learn if there have been any changes in the schedule.  Changes will also be posted at the BRPC website www.berkshireplanning.org.
A minimal fee of $15.00 per participant will be collected at the door from attendees to help cover the cost to subscribe to these conferences.
Schedule and Description of Conferences
Mastering Density

September 24, 2008
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. EDT

Density, long a goal of planning, can still be a hard sell in some communities.  In this program, presenters demonstrate how to achieve density through design, as well as how to understand the economics of density.  Learn how density works with transportation and ultimately affects sustainability.  Examine density's effects and benefits.  Gain ideas on how to present the concept of density to achieve critical buy-in.

Renewable Local Energy

October 8, 2008
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. EDT

Today's emerging energy crisis means that many individuals and communities are increasing locally produced energy.  Explore which plans and codes enable and encourage infrastructure for renewable energy such as wind and solar power.  Experienced presenters discuss stumbling blocks including neighborhood opposition and aesthetic concerns.  Find out what role neighborhood-scale utilities can play in improving community sustainability.

Creating Successful Meetings

Co-sponsored by the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy

November 5, 2008
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. EST

Master the rules of procedure for conducting meetings, dealing with public controversy and other human dynamics, and open meetings requirements.  Find out how to make meetings inclusive, welcoming and productive.  Examine the role of the chair and the commission or board members.  Make certain you get what you need from your staff and the attorney and provide the right platform for developers and other presenters, while ensuring a public voice.

Introduction to the Zoning Board of Adjustment

Co-sponsored by the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy

December 3, 2008 
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. EST OR 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m. EST

The operation of the zoning board of adjustment and the challenges it faces are the focus of this training program.  Presenters discuss the purposes of the board and how it conducts sound public meetings.  ZBA members will learn to take testimony, assess reports and presentations and make meetings accessible to all participants.  Presenters also review the practices that commonly lead to litigation. Participants learn about variances and how to develop defensible findings of fact. Segment three focuses on conditional and special uses.  Throughout, ZBA members will learn not only legal, but also ethical, decision making.

Infrastructure, CIP and Alternative Transportation

January 21, 2009
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. EST

In an era of shrinking budgets for all infrastructure expenditures, discover how to update the transportation plan to maximize existing assets and create a practical future vision for your community.  Integrate highway, corridor and arterial road priorities with alternative transportation modes including walking, cycling and transit.  Find out how to create a capital improvements program that fits the community's goals and focuses on preserving and enhancing existing assets.

Informed Decisions: A Guide to Gathering Facts and Evidence

Co-sponsored by the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy

February 18, 2009
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. EST

Good decisions are based on strong supporting facts and evidence.  Learn to gather the facts efficiently on site visits, from staff reports, and through testimony.  Find out when site visits are legal and advisable as well as how to effectively organize and document site visits.  Knowledgeable presenters discuss what should be included in staff reports.  Learn techniques to maximize the efficiency of hearing and recording public testimony.  Staff must prepare legally sound reports, and you will learn how.

Designing for Water Conservation

March 18, 2009
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. EDT

Protect diminishing water resources at the site and neighborhood levels with proactive planning.  Find out how to use local hydrology and knowledge of groundwater resources to protect the environment and private investment.  Incorporate appropriate landscaping regulations to control runoff, minimize water usage and maximize the effectiveness of water that is used.  Cosponsor: American Society of Landscape Architects

Zoning for Transit-Oriented Development

April 15, 2009
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. EDT

Transit-oriented development results from deliberate planning and code provisions drafted to produce a mix of uses in close proximity to transit that facilitates access to transit.  Learn how to create active walkable streets, to regulate the intensity of development to support transit, and to properly integrate transit into the landscape and within surrounding projects.  Speakers present illustrated case studies of successful TOD and review the principles that led to their success.

Inclusionary Housing

May 13, 2009
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. EDT

Local governments and states have turned to inclusionary housing programs as a solution to the affordable housing challenge.  Learn about the successes and pitfalls of this tool, as well as which approach works best: mandatory or voluntary.  Experts discuss the legal mandates and program standards necessary to ensure implementation in your community.  Learn how to build support for inclusionary housing from developers, residents, and local officials.

Great Plans, Great Communities

May 27, 2009
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. EDT

Planning means clean water, efficient transportation, housing choice, community character, safe neighborhoods and renewable energy.  In this visually striking introduction to planning, community members and new planning officials learn about the range of planning and how it results in great communities.  Let this program make the case for the importance and wide-ranging benefits of planning.

2009 Planning Law Review

June 24, 2009
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. EDT

Keep current on Supreme Court, circuit, and state court decisions and legislative changes from the past year.  Hear from the experts regarding digital signage, environmental regulation, regulatory takings and how the comprehensive plan is faring in the courts.  Learn about the nationwide ramifications of Oregon's Measure 37 and similar initiatives.
