


TREE OF THE MONTH 
 Common Hackberry ● Celtis occidentalis
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Tree of the Month is a collabora1on between BEAT, the City of Pi:sfield and Pi:sfield Tree Watch. The Berkshire 
Environmental Ac1on Team (BEAT) works to protect the environment for wildlife and in support of the natural 
systems that sustain us all. Find out more at thebeatnews.org.

J U LY  2 0 1 8

OTHER COMMON NAMES: BEAVERWOOD, FALSE ELM, NETTLETREE, SUGARBERRY

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS  Like many other Elm family 
trees, common hackberry’s leaves are simple, have an asymmetrical 
base, and grow in an alternate paOern. Leaves are spear-shaped and 
sharply toothed. Hackberry bark stands out for its light gray-brown 
color and unusual warty texture. The warts are actually protrusions of 
cork, which are dispersed along a relaTvely smooth trunk in young 
trees and become larger and more characterisTc in older trees. 

O N T H E S T R E E T 
Hackberry is good for 
b o t h s h a d e a n d 
ornamental uses. At 
maturity, hackberries 
can reach 40 – 60 feet 
and spread 40 – 60 feet 
wide. They resemble the 
popular American elm 
without the disease 
suscepTbility that elms 
are known for. 

ADAPTABLE NEIGHBOR 
You can 5ind hackberry in a variety of habitats, from their preferred river-side regions to 
open woodlands, rocky hillsides, limestone outcroppings, and sand barrens. Hackberry can 
tolerate a wide range of climates, from strong winds, pollution, heat, drought, and salt in 
developed areas. 

FOR THE BIRDS  
& BUTTERFLIES 
Hackberry fruits, called 
drupes, mature from red to 
purple over the summer 
and into the autumn. The 
drupes persist through the 
winter months and are 
important food for many 
birds including the cedar 
waxwing, robin, and quail. 
D u r i n g t h e s u m m e r 
months, butter5lies 5lock to 
hackberries with species 
including the morning cloak 
and tawny emperor. 
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